SCOUT SUMMER CAMP – BROADSTONE WARREN 1998

Saturday 8th July

We arrived at Broadstone Warren at about 1.00pm and the Scouts soon started to set up camp during the afternoon. 

Broadstone Warren is famous for the large number of ants and their SIZE, it took a long time to convince the ladies in our party that they were quite harmless.

After dinner, Stevo was soon to be seen with clip board in hand, starting to mark the week’s Patrol Points Competition. During the week we also held a Pegs competition, where the leaders who were eating with the Patrols,  allocated a number of Pegs, a maximum of 5, for the quality of the food and the ambience.

After dinner, we looked around the woods for firewood and then went down to the site’s Camp Fire, only to find it had been abandoned due to lack of support. We then took the boys (and girls) for a walk around Broadstone Warren and returned to have our own Camp Fire.

Meal – Chicken Chasseux, Chocolate Angel Delight

Sunday

After breakfast, the Scouts started to build their camp gadgets, ready to be marked on Tuesday evening. They had to build at least 5 or more and they would be marked for construction, usefulness and originality.

We went swimming in the afternoon and had a game of Water Polo with Ash Vale Scout Troop, with the help of Tony’s scouring, we managed to win the game on a Gold Goal.

On our return the Scouts started to prepare their evening meals, before they made their bivies to sleep in for the night.

Harry Nightingale started his racketeering business, he sold a Snicker bar for £1! – by the end of the week he had made £6. The camp whistlers joined us with tunes such as the Asda jingle, Robin Hood when we went to Archery and other week long tunes!

Meal – Spaghetti Bolognais, Fruit flan with spray cream.

Monday

In the morning, the girls went shopping whilst the Scouts went grass sledging. The ground was a bit uneven and there were a few minor injuries. In the afternoon the Scouts went Pot Holing and complained of the heat. On their return they made 

a few improvements to their bivies for a second nights sleep in them.
The Scouts were allowed to go to the Providore and apart from the usual sweets they had brought, Martin Sanguy had bought a Mouth Organ. Now we had a novice on the Mouth Organ and the camp whistlers! 

Meal – Sausage casserole, steamed puddings and custard.

Tuesday

To day was the Sarah Wolff’s birthday, the first of three birthdays on camp. The Scouts had their first full kit inspection  swimming in the morning, after lunch we held the Kubb Competition, before the Archery in the afternoon. The Scouts were invited to try Ash Vale’s Ariel Runway they had constructed. 

Unfortunately, we had to take the rope swing down as the branch started to make strange noises. But the Scouts did not seem at miss it as they had an excellent tree to climb on our site.

After their Backwoods meal, the Scouts  finished off their gadgets ready for marking.

During the leaders decided to start deducting points for swearing, this had a major effect on the Patrol Points Competition!

Some of the gadgets were works of art, but Eagles gates were the envy of the other Patrols, first the entrance gate and then their superb timed operated exit gate.

Later around the camp fire, Chris Boof James dressed up as Lulu.

Once it was dark, bodies were to be seen lying on the ground, star gazing, watching the shooting stars and satellites.

Meal – Stew in the bag, baked banana and chocolate.

Wednesday

We were up early for our trip to Battle for a bit of culture, where we had lunch. Unknown to the leaders, this was the start of the Milk of Magnesia incident resulting in one of the Scouts visiting the loo several times later in the day.

Afterwards we went to Hastings seafront to find there was no where to park. We decided to off loaded the Scouts on the sea front and arranged a time of collection before going in land to Safeway’s supermarket.

After we had rounded up the Scouts, we went to a park and ate our fish & chips and then played rounders.

Later, we went to Arlington Stadium and watched the Stock Car racing and arrived back at the camp site at midnight.

Thursday 

The Scouts were up at little later than usual. They made cardboard ovens lined with tin foil for bread making, some better than others, and they also started to construct their balloons for releasing on Friday before going abseiling. For Sue Leighs birthday treat, we had toasties at lunchtime and in the afternoon we took part in the Camp’s Pushball competition where I managed to nearly knock out Michael Johnson with my knee, and the Tug of War competition. 

We returned to our camp site exhausted and started to prepare for the Cooking Competition.

Later, the Scouts made Twists.

Meal – Prawn cocktail, Pork in Cider with peas from the pod, mange tout and new potatoes with fresh fruit salad and spray cream. Followed by tea or coffee and mints.

Friday

The Scouts had their second full kit inspection and then were allowed to go to the Providore. Afterwards we went shooting and after lunch held the Volley Ball competition, where the three leaders managed to win overall.

Before dinner, the Scouts played the Bonnie Prince Charlie Wide game that they always enjoy.

After diner we released the balloons each Patrol had made. Wolves balloon was a re-enactment of the Hindenburgh, whilst the Guys & Dolls balloon travelled the furthest and was successfully retrieved by Ben Milsom after it had got caught in a tree.

We then held the Incident Night Hike where the Scouts had to deal with an electric fence, radio active rods, make a poster on Scouting and cook a pan cake. They also had to tie eight different knots.

Meal – Stir-fry followed by cheesecake

Saturday

 The week has gone past so quickly, we were up quite early to start striking camp, Chris Boof James was up even later as it was his birthday. 

The weather throughout the week had been hot and sunny, but overnight the rain clouds had come, not the sought of weather you need when you have got to pack away tents.

 The Warden informed me that they had had 50 groups on the first week of the school summer holidays, and 35 in the second week. During our stay their had been about 12 groups on the camp site and all the activities had been easy to book. 

Fortunately, we managed to dry out most of the tents before packing them away.

After making the presentations, we arrived back at the Scout Hut at 4.15 pm greeted by Mike Payen with his usual tray of tea.

Meal at lunchtime – Pasta with frankfurters

We certainly have a few ‘characters’ in the troop, who with the other Scouts and leaders made this a very successful and happy camp. 

Winners of the Patrol Points Competition – Wolves (Michael Johnson, Joe Witcombe, Harry Nightingale and Sam Milsom)

Winners of the Cooking Competition – Eagles ( James Lamo Wolff, Chris Boof James, James Wright and Mark Fiander)

Winners of the Volley Ball Competition –

Lions (Ben Milson, Robert Sanguy, Ellis Stanyon and William Peden)

Winners of the Incident Night Hike – Guys & Dolls ( Helen Leighs, Jenny Day, Sarah Wolff, Martyn Sanguy and James Leighs)

Winner of the Archery and Shooting – 

William Peden

Winners of the Kubb competition - Eagles

The leaders, Mike & Angela Day, Stevo and Sue Leighs, Emile & Jane Sanguy and Tony Wolff.

Mike Day

Scout Leader

August 1998

