SCOUT SUMMER CAMP - GRADBACH 1997

Saturday 19th July

After a small problem with the blue tent poles being left in Norfolk by Hayes Manor, we left the Scout hut by 11.00am. We arrived at Gradbach later than expected at about 4.30 pm after being held up for an hour in Leek. 

The lane to our site had seemed to narrow quite considerably since Christmas and care had to be taken in negotiating this very tight route to our camp site. The only casualty was a puncture in one of the trailer tyres.

After our meal, Steve was soon to be seen with clipboard in hand and starting to mark the weeks Patrol competition.

At dusk, we found that we were all the main meal for the midges that pestered us for the rest of the evening and indeed for the week. People could not be easily identified as they had wrapped a tea towel around their heads to keep off the midges.

Meal – Spaghetti Bolognais – Fruit and custard

Sunday

The Ventures were up early to go caving all day, Tony was going to get some shopping (toilet tents and bits) after he had dropped off the Ventures and return to us for lunch. The Scouts spent the morning building gadgets, by 2.00pm there was no sign of Tony. We decided to take the Scouts for a walk from the site and returned at 5.00pm when Tony soon appeared with the Ventures who had had a great time underground. Tony had had to take them to Matlock Bath and decided after getting the shopping it was not worth returning to the camp site.

In the evening we played rounders and ran from the midgets.

Meal - Chicken supreme & Fruit flan with spray cream.

Monday

We had our first kit inspection and this was judged by the Ventures who were very aggressive in their marking! In the afternoon, the Ventures stayed on site, whilst the Scouts went to the Blue John Caves for their caving experience.

In the evening we held the volley ball competition.

Meal – Pork chop with apple sauce & steamed pudding and custard

Tuesday

Later in the morning we all went swimming in Buxton, the Ventures and older Scouts had to get 

out early to go Go-Karting. We took the rest of the Scouts into Buxton for some shopping.

In the evening we held the Kubb competition.

Meal- Guinness stew & Melon

Wednesday

We were up very early as we were all going to Alton Towers. We arrived at about 10.00am and after a trip on ‘Malcolm’, we let the Scouts go free until 6.00pm. Everybody had an excellent time going on all the rides.

When it was dark, we ran the incident hike within the camp site grounds, and Tony went to collect Zoë & Liz from Buxton station.

Meal – Fish & Chips in Leek town square.

Thursday

The Ventures left us during the morning to ‘live off the land’. They were going to hike to Macclesfield Wood about 6 miles away, and bivvey in there for the night. The weather could not be worst with heavy showers of rain.

In the afternoon, the Scouts went horse riding for over 2 hours, which was a great experience, especially when they decide to trot. To add to the fun, we were caught in the middle of  thunder storm during the ride.

Meal – Backwoods style – Stew in the bag with baked bananas 

Friday

During the night, the weather had blown down some of the camping gear. We held our second kit inspection.

The Ventures arrived back from the moors mid morning, with tales of being unaware that they were covered with red ants last night when they lay under their bivvies, until a torch was turned on. They had all survived and had all had quite an experience.

We took the Scouts to Buxton and later returned to play some games in the afternoon.

We then ran the traditional cooking competition for the Scouts and Ventures.

In the evening, the Ventures made a Hot Air Balloon, however, the balloon got a bit too near the petrol stove at take off and was a re-enactment of the Hindenburgh!

Meal – Prawn cocktail, Stir-fry, semolina followed by coffee and mints.

The cooking competition was won by the Dolly patrol, Lion camp second, with the Ventures second from last.

Saturday

We were up early to strike camp. After making the presentations we left the site at about 11.30am, negotiated the tricky lane again and finally arrived back at the Scout hut at 5.30pm to be greeted by Mike & Sue Payen with a hot cup of tea.

This was an excellent week, if not a bit expensive due to the off site activities. The Ventures and Scouts appeared to enjoy themselves and contributed to a very happy and successful camp.

Best Patrol of the week – Wolves (Tom & Michael Johnson, Chris James & Ben Milsom)

Winners of the ‘Pegs’ competition – Lions (Chris Browne, Liam Sullivan, Chris Creak & David    Anderson)

Winners of the Kubb competition – Cobras (Nils Sebastian, Adam Galleu, Robert Sanguy & James Wolff)

Ventures Scouts – Chris Adams, Martin Day, Robert Kelly, Robert Munns, Jo Smith, Chris Stone, Matthew James, Zoë Irvine, Liz Maltby & Martin Whitcombe.

Dolley Patrol – Jenny Day, Helen & James Leighs and Sarah Wolff.

Leaders – Mike & Angela Day, Steve & Sue Leighs and Tony Wolff.

