Bentley Copse Summer Camp 2009 Report

Saturday – 22 August 2009

After we had loaded our new trailer, we left the Scout hut at about 11.30 am and arrived at Bentley Copse Scout Camp site for lunch. The campsite is South East of Guildford.

We soon had the trailer and Green’s van unloaded, the 4 Patrols started to set up camp. The Explorers and leaders soon had the mess tent  and store tents up. Sue, went off to wait for the first Tesco delivery.

Stevo arranged the rota for the leaders and Explorers to eat with the Scouts at mealtimes, including Helen and Tony who were with us for the weekend. Stevo was soon out with his clip board to start the weekly camp competitions.

Sunday

Stevo’s daily jokes were on display for everyone to read. After breakfast the Patrols started to build their 4 gadgets that had to include a gate and bin, we walked around the campsite. 

The Scouts made the Mars bar cake for dessert later. Sue went off again to wait for Mr Tesco.

In the afternoon the Scouts played Bonnie Prince Charlie and Man Hunt, we all played rounder’s after dinner.

As there were so many rabbits on the main field, I said I would give £20 to any Scout who caught a live rabbit. The Scouts were then stalking around, but not before running up to stalking area !

Monday

The four older Scouts, Ben Lines, Ben & Tom Bate and Gareth Owen were up early. They were taken to the other side of Reigate and dropped off on the 

North Downs Way at 8.30am to walk  the 20 miles back to camp. 

The rest of the Scouts continued with their gadgets. The Patrols made ovens from cardboard boxes and baked Australian Dampers, the results were very successful. Today is Backwoods Day and the Scouts had toasties for lunch, after lunch the Scouts went to Archery.

During the afternoon we learnt that England had won the Ashes.

The Explorers marked the gadgets and then prepared the fires for Stew in the Bag. The Scouts prepared their bivouacs to sleep in tonight.

At 8.00 pm I collected the older Scouts about 2 miles away from camp, they had had a great time, but I had under estimated the up and downs on the route.

Tuesday

When the Scouts had returned from their sleep in their bivouacs, they had breakfast and then a full kit inspection. This is always an opportunity for the Scouts to find any mislaid property. 

After Kit inspection the Scouts made Ice Cream for tonight’s meal and we started the inter Patrol Volley Ball competition. 

During the afternoon we all went to Guildford to Laser Quest and had great fun. We had two games, Stevo got the highest score in the second game!

After dinner we held the International Scout Sack Football competition on the main field.

Wednesday  

After preparing our sandwiches for our day out, we travelled to Arundel Castle for a 7 mile circular walk, we had marvellous views from the top of the South Downs.

When we returned to Arundel we moved on to Littlehampton where the Scouts were allowed to go to the attractions

Stevo and I found a Fish & Chip shop for our meal later.  We left soon after our Fish & Chips as it started to rain. Eventually, we arrived back at our campsite.

Thursday

After breakfast we went to Swimming World in Guildford for a swim (wash). 

On their returned the Scouts competed in the Patrol Kubb competition, later they started the Formal Cooking Competition to be cooked over a wood fire. The starter was Prawn cocktail, main course pork chops with vegetables, with an Angle Delight desert on a digestive biscuit base. 

Friday

After the last of the week’s full kit inspections, the Scouts went Air Rifle shooting.

After lunch, the leaders and Explorers ran an inter-patrol games competition, involving throwing the Javelin (Scout Stave), Hammer (mallet), Tug of War and a Trek cart race.

The Scouts also started to take down some of the tents to prepare for our departure tomorrow.
The Explorers made a sisal trail in the woods for the Scouts to follow blindfolded, there was also a bit of water on the trail. 

David Redgrave was in charge of dispensing the water from a tree 3 to 4 foot off the ground. I understand that he was laughing so much that he lost his footing and fell awkwardly onto the ground dislocating his right elbow.

David was in a lot of pain, we called the ambulance, informed the camp warden, our home contact and David’s parents. When the paramedics arrived, they decided they required a spinal stretcher as a precaution. Eventually, David was taken to The Royal Surrey County Hospital with his brother Mike, and Sue and David Whitcombe.

Thankfully, the doctors reset David’s dislocated arm and he was able to return home that evening with his parents to Hillingdon.

Meanwhile, the Scouts had a BBQ, and we later ran the Camp Fire and the Patrols performed stunts, Cobras did the Tarzan, Eagles the ghost tale, Kestrels peanuts and Lions it’s safe to cross the line. 

Saturday

We packed the trailer and van, and arrived back in Uxbridge at 12.45 pm. David Redgrave was at the Scout hut to meet us with his arm in a sling, looking much happier than when we last had seen him. After having our lunch we unloaded the camp equipment and the Scouts were collected by their parents.
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