Beaudesert Scout Summer Camp 2008 Report

Saturday – 26 July 2008

After we had loaded up the trailer usually used for transporting hot air balloons, we left the Scout hut at about 10.30 am and arrived at Beaudesert Scout Camp site in the early afternoon. The campsite is on the edge of Cannock Chase, North West of Birmingham.

We soon had the trailer and Green’s van unloaded and the 4 Scout Patrols started to set up camp. The Explorers and leaders soon had the mess tent, girls changing tent and store tents up. Angela, went off to wait for the first Tesco delivery, thankfully we had no problems with bananas.

Stevo arranged the rota for the leaders and Explorers to eat with the Scouts at mealtimes. Stevo was soon out with his clip board to start the weekly camp competitions.

We went off to explore the camp site, ruins and the huge ancient Britons Camp circle. 

Sunday

The Scouts were drawn to the notice board to read Stevo’s jokes, after breakfast the Patrols started to build their 6 gadgets that had to include a gate and bin. The Scouts made the Marsbar cake for desert later. Angela went off again to wait for Mr Tesco.

In the afternoon we collected firewood and played rounder’s.

Monday

After breakfast the Scouts went Coracling in the old lake next to the ruins of Beaudesert Hal, blown up by the army as the family couldn’t afford to pay the death duties. l. The Coracling was great fun, I think everyone fell into the ‘green’ water. The Scouts returned to the site to have a shower 

The Scouts cooked Backwoods style making toasties for lunch, and then in their Patrols they made ovens from cardboard boxes and baked Australian Dampers. The results were the best we have ever had. 

The Explorers marked the gadgets and then prepared the fires for Stew in the Bag. Due to the weather it was decided not to build the bivvies tonight.

Tuesday

After breakfast the Scouts had a full kit inspection. This is always an opportunity for the Scouts to find any mislaid property. 

After Kit inspection Peter started the inter Patrol Kubb competition. The Scouts made Ice Cream for dinner as the camp site has freezers for our use. The Scouts then played their favourite wide game, Bonnie Price Charlie, before lunch.

In the afternoon the Scouts went crate stacking.

After dinner we held the International Scout Sack Football competition.

Wednesday  

The day started off wet, this was the highlight of the camp for the Scouts, we were off to Alton Towers. 

We arrived at 11.30am and arranged to meet the Scouts at 5.30 pm.

I encouraged Stevo to go on the Log Flumes. The Scouts had a great time.

Angela had found a Fish & Chip shop on her travels as she didn’t go into Alton Towers. On our return to the camp site, Ben Luck and Charlie Sutton drilled the Scouts with their marching skills.

Thursday

The Scouts made ‘Get Well’ cards for Stevo to give to Helen who has been in hospital for more than 6 weeks. The Scouts collected firewood and prepared their bivvies for the night. 

In the afternoon the Scouts went to archery where we were introduced to a new archery competition, playing cricket! On their returned the Scouts started the Formal Cooking Competition to be cooked over a wood fire. The starter was Prawn cocktail, main course steak and vegetables, the desert was Summer Pudding made the previous night by the APL’s.  

After they had eventually cleared up it was time for them to go to their bivvies.

By 1.30 am it had started to rain with the addition of a crack of thunder, the rain was quite heavy, I inspected the various bivvies to find a couple had already been vacated, Sam Hill was trying to valiantly stay in his before being forced back to his tent. I met Harry Budd in mid flight back to his Patrol tent, 9 Scouts were quite undaunted by the conditions and stayed out all night. 

Friday

After the last of the week’s full kit inspections, Peter ran the Volley Ball competition.

Controversially, instead of going swimming we ran an inter-patrol games competition, involving throwing the Javelin (Scout Stave), Hammer (mallet) and Tug of War.

The Explorers made a sisal trail in the woods for the Scouts to follow blindfolded, there was also a bit of water on the trail !

During our BBQ , Peter had his first burger, the Scouts then started to take down some of the tents and to prepare to strike camp tomorrow , Peter and Mike managed to take down all four Dining Shelters in under 20 minutes. 

Later we ran the Camp Fire in the rain and the Patrols performed stunts, Cobras did the camel sketch, Lions the motor bike, Otters the pub and Weagles the ugliest person in the world..

Saturday

It rained all during the night so the Scouts packed away some wet tents. We packed the trailer and van, and arrived back in Uxbridge at 3.45pm, I then had to rush off to return the Mini bus.

Mike Day

Scout Leader – August 2008
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